
War is always associated with bloodshed and brutality. However, the article entitled 

“War and Medicine’ in the Junior Secondary History e-Reading Award Scheme this 

year intertwines the two concepts, which intrigues us a lot. 

  

Therefore, we decided to delve into the broader concept of ‘war’: the fact that war has 

been a pushing factor in medical development while acknowledging the merciless nature of 

wars. We researched three important figures working in medical field during wars. 

Florence Nightingale, the lady with the lamp, tirelessly attended to the wounded and 

perseveringly revolutionised the nursing system in the hostile environment of the Crimean 

War. Another one, Henry Dunant, who was driven by his empathy and turned his firsthand 

experience in the sanguinary battle into his effort to the founding of the Red Cross and 

adoption of Geneva Convention. Lastly, the physician, Patrick Manson, studied the 

mysteries of tropical diseases with his unwavering commitment. Undoubtedly, the efforts 

by these renowned figures exemplify the positive values of perseverance, empathy and 

commitment. 

  

We hope that our project can shed light on their virtues. We, as young people, should take 

these lessons into heart and carry on their spirit in our everyday lives, contributing to the 

building of a harmonious society not to be plagued by wars. 

 


