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Western Dance ==

My training was at Elmhurst in Camberley, now
resettled in Birmingham, UK. It was there that | also studied
national dances from European countries. | arrived in Hong
Kong on 22 October 1954 to teach ballet based on the
syllabi of the Royal Academy of Dance London at the Carol
Bateman School of Dancing. Angus Campbell whom worked
in the Physical Education Section, Education Department of
Hong Kong was a good friend of mine and in 1962
mentioned to me that his department was planning to host a
Schools Dance Festival. They would be starting with a
Western European dances. Can you imagine how proud |
felt to be one of the first judges in 1964. There were three in
z!l and the Fesjclval lasted for two' days. Judgfng is so Mrs Joan CAMPBELL, MBE

ifferent to teaching and one had to sit back and give marks = ,

5 T Adjudicator from the 1st to 55th Schools Dance Festival
for presentation, musicality and so on. No marks for
costume as the students wore their school uniform. There
were three sections as for today. At the end we judges were asked to give comments which terrified
me as | felt | was not a good speaker.

| held classes for national dance and encouraged students to enter for the ISTD (Imperial
Society of Teachers of Dancing) examinations. Included in their classes were notes on the different
regions, costumes and music. Many students received the Associate certificate and have gone on to
teach and enter students for the Festival. Where as in the early days the dances were mostly ‘set’
dances, today the teachers should be congratulated as they choreograph their own dances and the
students wear beautiful costumes.

| am very fortunate to have had a life in dance. | wish everyone could experience the happiness
and enjoyment of dance and music. | have received many awards including the President’s award
from the RAD, Haxwell Cup from ISTD, Lifetime Achievement Award from Asian Grand Prix, also from
the Hong Kong Dance Alliance. In 2016 Her Majesty the Queen awarded me the MBE for services to
dance in the Commonwealth. | am also proud to be Honary Advisor to three Folk Dance Groups of
long standing, Budlet Folk Dance Group, Legacy European Folk Dance Troupe and Art Workshop.

The Schools Dance Festival is a wonderful organisation and has enabled millions of students to
gain confidence, study music, learn about other countries and to have the excitement of dancing on
stage. | have watched the Festival grow from strength to strength and today the co-organiser, the
Hong Kong Schools Dance Association, invites all kinds of dance to enter the competition and the
Festival now lasts for 33 days. Congratulations. | am very proud to have been a judge from the
beginning. It has been a wonderful experience.

My thanks to all the staff involved in organising this great event and to all teachers and their
students for their support. | wish you all great success for the future.
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Coming from Asian countries like Nepal and India which are

! l completely unknown and extra-ordinary towards Latin dance, it was a
N very difficult but memorable experience to learn Latin dance. We're
all just beginners who have practised and performed for only a few months. This competition

was our first Latin dance but it won't be the last. Thank you very much for giving us this

opportunity and experience.
Joining this competition has really been an amazing experience. | was

' very nervous at the beginning but now I'm eager to learn more and
E © wonder what lay ahead of this journey.

It was a new experience for me to

l try Latin dance so | wasn't as good

L as the other participants. It was o

very enjoyable and a bit scary for me to dance so close in

front of the judges and audience. We realised we still have

much room for improvement when we were compared to the

other competitors. But in the end | enjoyed much in this

performance. After this competition, | will definitely focus
more on my Latin dance class.

It was the first time | participated in Latin dance competition.
It brought much fun to me and | can't wait to try this again. |
love this happy and bouncy music.
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